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The bill is Miller’s ‘‘legacy,’’ says one of

its opponents, Dan Nelson, executive direc-
tor of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water
Authority.

‘‘He is thought to be the father of that leg-
islation. It has fundamentally changed the
way we do business. Some of it good and
needed and some of it, frankly, punitive or
inequitable.’’

The Miller-Bradley bill overhauled the dis-
tribution of federal water in California.

Farmers lost the open-ended contracts for
cheap water and now face tiered pricing that
encourages conservation. For the first time,
using water to restore fish life in San Fran-
cisco Bay and the Delta became a priority.

Many California farmers hate the bill,
which dramatically drove up their water
costs. And they blame Miller.

‘‘He’s got a long history of vilifying and
terrorizing agriculture, which has given him
a bigger-than-life place in the eyes of farm-
ers,’’ says Jason Peltier, manager of Central
Valley Water Project Association.

Though Peltier has fought Miller for years,
he admires the political skills the congress-
man displayed as he masterfully pushed
through the bill.

The water reforms weren’t left by them-
selves in the legislation, but packaged with
dozens of major projects for 16 Western
states. The lessons from Miller’s mentor
were being used.

‘‘We needed the ornaments on the Christ-
mas tree,’’ Lawrence says. ‘‘We learned a
great deal at Phil Burton’s knee.’’

CLINTON CLASHING

Those were heady times for Miller. He had
just ascended to chairman of the House Inte-
rior Committee, the post Burton had held
until his death in 1983.

With Bill Clinton’s defeat of President
Bush in 1992, Miller was about to lead the
House’s environmental committee while his
party controlled Congress and held the presi-
dency.

Miller was even being mentioned as a pos-
sible interior secretary in the new Demo-
cratic administration. He took himself out of
the running, however, saying he didn’t want
the post.

It’s unlikely he would have fit in. The Clin-
ton administration has been a disappoint-
ment to him on environmental issues.

‘‘They get a little weak in the knees when
the pressure gets turned up,’’ Miller says.

Most recently, Miller was sharply critical
of a Clinton administration decision to
weaken the standards for labeling tuna ‘‘dol-
phin-safe.’’ Miller, who fought for the origi-
nal standards, says the latest move will in-
crease the number of dolphin caught in tuna
nets.

‘‘You have to look at all of this on a con-
tinuum,’’ he says. ‘‘The clock doesn’t run out
and you win or lose. Things ebb and flow in
politics, and that’s what makes it frus-
trating to some extent because it’s never
static.’’

A HAVEN IN MARTINEZ

Miller is also in continuous motion.
He usually rises Monday morning in Mar-

tinez, gets on a plane and heads for Wash-
ington. Barring a congressional trip to
Brazil, Japan or the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, come Thursday night or Friday, he re-
turns to the district.

That’s the way he’s done it for the past 25
years. For a few years, his family lived with
him in Washington, but his late hours during
the week and the need to be back in the dis-
trict on the weekend led to even less time to-
gether.

During that period, the family bought the
Washington row house, where Miller still
stays when he is in the capital.

The two-bedroom, two-story, pale green
brick house with the chipped paint and over-

grown front yard in the middle of urban
Washington is a striking contrast to Miller’s
suburban Martinez home nestled under tow-
ering trees.

Martinez is his sanctuary. ‘‘It really is the
one place where I can just relax,’’ he says,
‘‘because I know on Sunday night or Monday
morning I have to get back on an airplane
and go back to Washington.’’

The house is just down the road from the
house he grew up in. His mother, now in her
mid-80s, still lives nearby. The house is also
where his two boys grew up.

They’re both grown now. In 1996, the old-
est, George Miller IV, tried to follow his fa-
ther and grandfather by running for the As-
sembly. He lost in the Democratic primary
to Contra Costa County Supervisor Tom
Torlakson, whose campaign slogan was ‘‘His
own record, his own name.’’

Once again, a young Miller was beaten be-
cause voters felt he had little to offer other
than a family name.

THE FUTURE

Certainly, that can no longer be said of the
congressman. At a time when many Demo-
crats can only win by moving to the center,
Miller clings to his liberal roots.

‘‘He has never apologized for it.’’ says Law-
rence. ‘‘He has never taken to the term pro-
gressive.’’

Although he’s been in Congress nearly 25
years, he’s relatively young for a senior con-
gressman. The 17 House members who have
been there longer are all at least 60.

On the other hand, his mentors—his dad,
Burton, Moscone and Coffey—are all dead.
And Miller is the same age his father was
when he suddenly died from a heart attack.

It all makes him think about his future.
Sitting with his sleeves rolled up and his tie
loose as he adds hot sauce to his enchilada at
a restaurant half a block from his Wash-
ington home, he reflects on life in the cap-
ital.

‘‘The loneliness factor, the empty house
factor, it just wears on you,’’ he says. ‘‘But
with all the stress and the strain and the
long hours, I still think it’s worth it.’’

Miller still loves to be a political player.
He ticks off the issues he had worked on that
very day: child labor and sweatshops, sugar
subsidies, the war in Kosovo, Sierra forests,
Delta water, education standards.

‘‘I’ve never taken the honor of being a
member of Congress lightly,’’ he says. ‘‘It is
a privilege. It’s what makes me get up in the
morning and go to work, knowing in one
fashion or another you’re going to get to be
a participant in our Democratic system. It
sounds really corny, except it’s really ener-
gizing.’’

The bottom line is that there’s no sign Mil-
ler will retire any time soon. Indeed, he’s
making plans for the next phase of his con-
gressional career.

Rep. William Clay, D-Mo., the ranking
Democrat on the Education and the Work-
force Committee, announced last month that
this will be his last term. Miller is in line to
succeed him, to lead the Democrat’s edu-
cation agenda in the House. And to become
committee chairman if Democrats win back
a majority. Miller has put out word he wants
the job.

But to get it he will have to give up his
ranking position on the Resources Com-
mittee. Central Valley water leaders are
quietly gleeful.

‘‘I’m excited for him to go pursue other
areas,’’ Peltier says. ‘‘It also excites me that
if the Democrats take control of Congress
again, he won’t be breathing fire on us im-
mediately.’’

Nelson concurs. ‘‘Someone will just have
to warn all the education people just what
they’re in for. It will not be status quo.’’

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM TURNER
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 1999
Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

50, I was absent because of my participation
in a congressional delegation trip to Russia
with members of the House Armed Services
Subcommittee on Military Research and De-
velopment for the purpose of discussing with
the Russian Duma pending anti-missile de-
fense Legislation. Had I been present, I would
have voted ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 819.
f

INDIAN COLONEL: TROOPS ‘‘DYING
LIKE DOGS’’

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 1999
Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, all of us have

been following with alarm the Indian attack on
the Kashmiri freedom fighters at Kargil and
Dras. India has been losing many of its troops
in this desperate effort to crush the freedom
movements within its borders. Casualties are
mounting. The soldiers they sent to discharge
this dirty war are demoralized. According to
the Associated Press, an Indian colonel said
that Indian troops ‘‘are dying like dogs.’’ A cor-
poral is quoted as saying ‘‘Even in war we
don’t have such senseless casualties.’’

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, most of these
troops are Sikhs and other minorities sent to
die for India’s effort to suppress the freedom
of all the minorities. These Sikh troops should
not be fighting for India; they should be work-
ing to free their own country.

Now there has been a new deployment of
troops in Punjab. A mass exodus from villages
in Punjab is underway because the villagers
are justifiably afraid that India’s war against
the freedom movements will spread to their
homeland.

India reportedly also used chemical weap-
ons in this conflict, despite being a signatory
to the Chemical Weapons Convention. India
has a record of escalating the situation with
regard to weapons of mass destructions. India
began the nuclear arms race in South Asia by
conducting underground nuclear tests.

There are steps that we can take to make
sure that this conflict does not spread and that
all the peoples and nations of South Asia are
allowed to live in freedom. We should impose
strict sanctions on India, the aggressor in this
conflict. We should stop providing American
aid to India and we should support a free and
fair vote on national self-determination not
only in Kashmir, Punjab (Khalistan), Nagaland,
and the other countries held by India.

I thank my friend Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh
for bringing this situation to my attention, and
I urge India to allow the basic human right of
national self-determination to all the people of
South Asia.

Mr. Speaker, I place the Associated Press
article on the conflict in the RECORD.
‘‘WE ARE DYING LIKE DOGS,’’ SAID ONE [INDIAN

ARMY] COLONEL

BLACK MOOD HOVERS OVER KASHMIR

(By Hema Shukla)
DRASS, KASHMIR—June 11, 1999 (AP): On

the eve of talks aimed at ending a month of
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fighting in Kashmir, a black mood is settling
over Indian army camps on the front line.
Casualties are mounting. Troops are ill-
equipped for high-altitude fighting. The
task, they say, is close to suicidal.

Since early May, the army has mobilized
its largest fighting force in nearly 30 years
against what India says are infiltrators from
Pakistan who have occupied mountain peaks
on India’s side of the 1972 cease-fire line in
disputed Kashmir.

On Saturday, Pakistan will send its foreign
minister to New Delhi to discuss whether the
fighting can be ended. India says that re-
gardless of the talks it will persist until the
last intruder is killed or flees back to Paki-
stan.

In daily briefings in New Delhi, military
spokesmen report the fighters are being driv-
en back. Indian airstrikes are punishing
them, peaks are being recovered, the
‘‘enemy’’ is taking casualties in the hun-
dreds. India’s official casualty rate on Friday
stood at about 70 dead and 200 wounded. The
story on the front is much different.

In the fading evening light in a forward ar-
tillery camp, at checkpoints along a road
under steady artillery bombardment, in
bunkers where men shelter from showers of
shrapnel, soldiers and junior officers grimly
tell stories of death and defeat on the moun-
tains. No one can say how many have died,
but no one believes the official toll.

Amid the gloom, however, the Indian
troops show a gritty determination to fight
and a conviction that the opposing forces
must be evicted at all costs. ‘‘We have a job
to do and we will do the best we can,’’ said
one officer. ‘‘We will do our duty.’’

India says the guerrillas in Kashmir are
mostly Pakistani soldiers, a charge
Islamabad denies.

On Friday, India produced what it said
were transcripts of telephone conversations
between two Pakistani generals that proved
Pakistan was involved in the fighting. In a
transcript from May 26, army chief Pervez
Musharraf tells another general that Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif was concerned the
fighting could escalate into a full-scale war.

‘‘We gave the suggestion that there was no
such fear,’’ Musharraf said he told Sharif, ac-
cording to the transcript. ‘‘Whenever you
want, we can regulate it.’’

Pakistan called the transcripts false. ‘‘This
can’t be given any credence or weight,’’
Pakistan army spokesman Brig. Rashid
Quereshi said.

As officials traded charges, heavy fighting
continued in Kashmir. The guerrillas are en-
trenched on the mountain peaks defending
their positions against soldiers scaling steep
slopes, constantly exposed to gunfire and
rocket-propelled grenades. ‘‘We are dying
like dogs,’’ said one colonel. Recapturing the
peaks, said another officer, is ‘‘almost a sui-
cide mission.’’ None of the officers could be
quoted by name, and senior officers who ear-
lier briefed journalists on condition of ano-
nymity have been ordered not to speak.

‘‘This is worse than war. Even in war we
don’t have such senseless casualties,’’ said
M. Singh, a corporal and a veteran of India’s
campaign in Sri Lanka in the 1980s. Some of
the casualties are from ‘‘friendly fire,’’ ei-
ther from Indian artillery or aerial bombing
meant to provide cover to the advancing
troops, officers said. The risk increased after
the air force began high-altitude bombing to
stay out of range of shoulder-fired anti-air-
craft missiles. Indian troops wade through
chest-high snow. The wind is so strong sol-
diers must be tied to each other with rope so
they don’t get blown over a cliff. Their oppo-
nents can pick them off with rifles or simply
send boulders cascading down the mountain
on top of them. One major said his unit was
returning down the mountain when it came

under withering fire from above. The soldiers
dove into the icy water of a Himalayan river
to escape.

Some forward units are living on one meal
a day, the soldiers said. Mess camps in the
rear cook puris—deep fried flat bread—but
by the time it is delivered to the front it is
frozen and can barely be chewed. The only
drinking water is melted snow. There is no
chance to pitch tents on the slopes. The men
sleep in the open.

Few troops have had time to adjust to alti-
tudes of 14,000 feet or more, where the air is
thin and every exertion, every upward step,
leaves strong men gasping.

Despite the difficulties, the tremendous
pressure to recapture the peaks continues.

f

RECOGNIZING CART

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 1999

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognized the Center for Advanced
Research and Technology (CART) for their ef-
forts in developing a new model for high
school education. CART is a joint project of
the Fresno and Clovis Unified School Districts
in California.

CART is a collaborative effort between
these diverse school districts to develop a new
model for high school education. Fresno Uni-
fied shares the challenges of urban districts,
poverty, gang violence and diversity. Clovis
Unified is an affluent district, serving a student
population that is college bound. By creating
the Center For Advanced Research and Tech-
nology the Fresno and Clovis school districts
are committed to changing the way high
school curriculum is designed and delivered.

In the wake of tragedies at Columbine High
School in Denver, and Heritage High School in
Conyers, GA, our entire nation has focused
their energy on determining why these trage-
dies occurred. We must look at our nation’s
high schools. High schools persist in orga-
nizing instruction subject by subject with little
effort to integrate knowledge to fit a precise
time frame. High school graduates must be
better prepared to compete for jobs, ready to
move on to higher education and able to func-
tion in an increasingly technological society.
High school education must be restructured to
meet the present and future needs of stu-
dents. Students need and require more and
different instruction in science, mathematics
and English, coupled with the emerging tools
of technology.

The Fresno and Clovis school districts are
addressing the need to revamp our nation’s
high schools. These districts have resolved to
commit the resources, share the decision-
making, and leverage the assets of both com-
munities to fundamentally change the way the
high school curriculum is designed and deliv-
ered. The goal is to restructure the high
school experience in a way that will contribute
to the academic success and ultimately the
success in life of all students.

CART is moving forward as they celebrate
a groundbreaking ceremony for this project in
Fresno. The Center for Advanced Research
and Technology represents the nation’s larg-
est, most comprehensive high school reform
effort to date. CART is focused specifically on
the high school program for eleventh and

twelfth grade students. The Fresno and Clovis
school districts are partnering with business
and industry to create a real-world, real work
environment.

CART’s long-term, community-based
projects will engaged students in complex, real
world issues that have meaning to the stu-
dents and to the participating community part-
ners. Through these projects, students
achieve simultaneous outcomes by acquiring
essential academic knowledge, practicing es-
sential skills, and developing essential values.

A major component of the CART vision is
active partnerships with business and industry,
and higher education. Leaders from business
and industry are involved with CART at all lev-
els providing leadership and fiscal support,
consulting on instructional design, and collabo-
rating as instructors and mentors.

Mr. Speaker, the Center for Advanced Re-
search and Technology represents a commit-
ment from the Fresno and Clovis School Dis-
tricts, the business and education community,
parents and students to restructure a high
school to provide real world academic and
business centered programs designed to con-
tribute to the academic success and ultimately
the success in life of all students. I urge my
colleagues to wish CART continued success
in their effort toward better education.
f

CRISIS IN KOSOVO (ITEM NO. 10)
REMARKS BY JEFF COHEN OF
FAIRNESS & ACCURACY IN RE-
PORTING (FAIR)

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, on May 20,
1999, I joined with Representative CYNTHIA A.
MCKINNEY, Representative BARBARA LEE, Rep-
resentative JOHN CONYERS and Representative
PETER DEFAZIO in hosting the fourth in a se-
ries of Congressional Teach-In sessions on
the Crisis in Kosovo. If a lasting peace is to
be achieved in the region, it is essential that
we cultivate a consciousness of peace and ac-
tively search for creative solutions. We must
construct a foundation for peace through ne-
gotiation, mediation, and diplomacy.

Part of the dynamic of peace is willingness
to engage in meaningful dialogue, to listen to
one another openly and to share our views in
a constructive manner. I hope that these
Teach-In sessions will contribute to this proc-
ess by providing a forum for Members of Con-
gress and the public to explore options for a
peaceful resolution. We will hear from a vari-
ety of speakers on different sides of the
Kosovo situation. I will be introducing Con-
gressional Record transcripts of their remarks
and essays that shed light on the many di-
mensions of the crisis.

This presentation is by Jeff Cohen, a col-
umnist and commentator who is founder of the
organization Fairness & Accuracy In Reporting
(FAIR). Mr. Cohen appeared at this Teach-In
with Seth Ackerman, a Media Analyst at FAIR.
Mr. Cohen is the author of four books and ap-
pears regularly as a panelist on Fox News
Watch. He has also served as a co-host of
CNN’s Crossfire. Prior to launching FAIR in
1986, Mr. Cohen worked in Los Angeles as a
journalist and a lawyer for the ACLU.
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